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Extremal weight crystals over affine Lie algebras
of infinite rank
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Abstract. We explain extremal weight crystals over affine Lie algebras of infinite rank
using combinatorial models: a spinor model due to Kwon, and an infinite rank ana-
logue of Kashiwara—Nakashima tableaux due to Lecouvey. In particular, we show
that the Lecouvey’s tableau model combinatorially explains an extremal weight crys-
tal structure of level zero. Using these combinatorial models, we explain an algebra
structure of the Grothendieck ring for a category consisting of some extremal weight
crystals.
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1 Introduction

Let U,(g) be a quantum group associated with a Kac-Moody algebra g. For an integral
weight A, let V(A) be an extremal weight U, (g)-module of weight A and B(A) be its
associated crystal base (cf. [0]). It is significant to study extremal weight crystals because
it is closely related to level-zero representations of quantum affine Lie algebras (of finite
rank). For details, see [1, 2, 8, 17] and references therein. However, properties of extremal
weight crystals over affine Lie algebras of infinite rank differ considerably from those
over affine Lie algebras of finite rank. In this extended abstract, we discuss several
properties of extremal weight crystals over affine Lie algebras of infinite rank.

An important observation by Naito and Sagaki [16] (see Proposition 3.2 also) is that
for an integral weight A of a nonnegative level, there exist A’ € E and AT € P* (and
unique in some sense) such that

B(A) = B(A") @ B(AT). (1.1)

This isomorphism suggests that a combinatorial model of B(A) (A € P) by combining
that for B(A?) (A° € E) and that for B(A") (AT € PY).
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We associate B(A) (A € E) to a set KN?(AT) (AT € P) of ge-type Kashiwara-
Nakashima (simply KN) tableaux introduced by Lecouvey [!5], which are an infinite
rank analogue of KN tableaux. We define a ge-crystal structure on KN9(A), and we
construct an isomorphism between KN9(A) and B(w,) (Theorem 3.10). On the other
hand, we associate B(A) for A € P* to a spinor model introduced by Kwon [12, 13].
Indeed, the crystal structure of a spinor model is already known and a spinor model is
isomorphic to extremal weight crystals of dominant weights (see Theorem 3.6).

As an application, we characterize the Grothendieck ring K for a category C consist-
ing of some extremal weight crystals. In particular, as similarly as (1.1), the set K has
the tensor decomposition

K=K'@K"

where K° and KT are the subalgebra of K generated by [B(A)] for A € E and A €
P, respectively. It is known that K is isomorphic to the ring of symmetric functions
(Proposition 5.2) and K is isomorphic to the ring of formal power series (Theorem 5.4).

One can find a full version of this extended abstract including proofs and details in [*].

2 Preliminaries

2.1 Notations

Let Z . be the set of nonnegative integers. Let P be the set of partitions and, forn € Z_,
Pn={A€P|l(A) <n}, where {(A) is the length of A. Denote by A" = (A}, A}, ...) the
conjugate of A.

For even / > 2, let G, be one of the algebraic groups: Sp,, Piny, and Oy. Let

2 (Spy) :P%, P (Piny) = 73;;
POp) ={AeP|A]+A; < L},

and
P(G)={(MO)|LeN,Ae 2(Gy)}

tor G = Sp, Pin, or O.

For an ordered set A and a skew shape A/u, denote by SST4(A/u) the set of semi-
standard (or .A-semistandard) tableaux of shape A/y, that is, tableaux with letters in A
such that entries in each row (resp. column) are weakly (resp. strictly) increasing. We

omit a subscript A from SST 4(A/p) if there is no confusion or it does not depend on
the choice of A.
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2.2 Affine Lie algebras of infinite rank

A Lie algebra g is of infinite rank if it is the Kac-Moody algebra associated with a
generalized Cartan matrix of infinite rank. A Lie algebra of infinite rank is of affine
type if every principal minor (of finite rank) of associated generalized Cartan matrix
is positive. There are five (non-isomorphic) affine Lie algebras of infinite rank whose
Dynkin diagram is connected and these are referred to Lie algebras a.c, fico, beo, €0, and
0 (cf. [4]). The followings are Dynkin diagrams corresponding to stated affine Lie
algebras of infinite rank.

1 2 n
A4 00 o) o o
—n -1 0 1 n
(o PO ...0 .- o o o o
0 1 2 3 n—1
boo o?o o o o
0 1 2 3 n—1
Co - oéo o o o
0
.° 2 3 4 n
[USTE 1\0 o) o
o/

In this extended abstract, we focus on providing results for g = b, ¢eo, OF deo. The
corresponding results to ours can be found in [10] when g = a4e and in [11] when
g = ae. We use the following notations for affine Lie algebras g« of infinite rank.

e [ =7, : the index set

{a;|i € I} : the set of simple roots

{A?|i € I} : the set of fundamental weights

P =ZAj® & Ze; : the weight lattice
i=1

PT : the set of dominant weights, E = @Zei CcP
i=1

W : the Weyl group
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In this paper, we take the simple roots «; as below. Then we can derive the following
equations on A?.

o o= —2€1, =€ —¢€41 (i>1)
A=A+ (et te) (121)

boo wp=—€1, a;j=¢€—¢€j1q1 (i>1)
Al =205+ (et te) (i>1)

Vo o= —€1—€, & =¢6—€4 ((>1)

A=A +e, A=2A0+(e1+---+e€) (i>2)

For an integer n > 2, let g, be the Lie subalgebra of g, generated by e;, f; (i =0,1,...,n —
1). We write the expression g = b, ¢, 0 when we don’t have to specify its rank.
For A = (Aq,Ay,...) € P, define
W) = Z Aie; € E.
i>1
For simplicity, we write @; = @iy for i > 1. On the other hand, we suppose that a Lie
algebra ge, corresponds to an algebraic group G (and vice versa) as follows:

(,G) : (beo,Pin), (¢, Sp), (90,0) (2.1)
Put
o IIf=Af (i>0)
o IIJ =2A§, TP =AY (i>1)

o T3 =2A, TIp =2A2, TR = A+ A%, and I = A? (i >2)
and let
I18(A, 0) = 1] + @y € PT
for (A, 0) € Z(G). For (A, 0) € Z(G) with £(A) = t, we have
I +---+11§ ift </,
I1%(A, 0) = { s\l 3[ R 1 <
I, +---+ 105, + (-0 ift>~
The condition (A, ¢) € Z2(G) with £(A) > ¢ holds only when (g, G) = (0e, O).
Let
Phe = {I1%(A, 0) | (A £) € 2(G)} € PT.
Note that when g = ¢, we have P, = P, and when g = be or 0, we have P C PT

int int =
and P is the set of dominant weights with a positive even level. Recall that the level of

A € P is the value (A, K), where K is the canonical central element of ge, (cf. [+, Section
7.12]).

Remark 2.1. The correspondence (2.1) between Lie algebras and algebraic groups originates from
dual pairs due to Howe. For details, see [3, Remark 2.1].
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3 A combinatorial realization of extremal weight crystals

3.1 Extremal weight crystals

We recall the notion of an extremal weight crystal, which is introduced by Kashiwara
(cf. [6, 8]). For A € P, let V(A) be an extremal weight module generated by an extremal
weight vector. In particular, V(A) is an irreducible highest weight module when A € P*
(cf. [5]). It is proved in [0] that V(A) has a crystal base (L(A), B(A)), which provides a
tool to interpret a given module in a combinatorial way. We simply say that B(A) is an
extremal weight crystal.

When g is a general Kac-Moody algebra, for A € P and w € W, there exists an iso-
morphism B(A) = B(wA) of g-crystals [6]. Moreover, the converse of the above statement
holds when g is an affine Lie algebra of infinite rank.

Proposition 3.1 ([16, Proposition 3.9]). When g is an affine Lie algebra of infinite rank and
A, u € P, we have B(A) = B(u) if and only if A € W

From now on, we assume that all Lie algebras in this article are affine Lie algebras of
infinite rank without otherwise stated. In particular, we use the notation g, to emphasize
the infinite rank.

The key observation of this paper is that an extremal weight crystal B(A) (A € P) is
decomposed into the tensor product of two extremal weight crystals.

Proposition 3.2 ([16, Section 4.2]). For a nonnegative level A € P, there exist A’ € E and
AT € PT such that
B(A) = B(A) @ B(AT). (3.1)

Moreover, for A°, u® € E and A+, ut € P*, we have
BIA) @ BAT) 2 B(u®) @ B(u") <= AT =u", A® c Wil

By Proposition 3.2, we shift our focus to understand extremal weight crystals B(A)
for A € Eor A € P™. In particular, for given A € E, there exists unique y € WA such that
u is of the form @, for some a € P, and we denote by A € P such a (unique) partition
. Since B(A) = B(w,+) by Proposition 3.1, we may assume that A € E is of the form @,
for some & € P, indeed & = AY.

Remark 3.3. For a nonpositive level A € P, we have an isomorphism
B(A) = B(A7) ®B(AY)

for some A° € E and A~ € —P*, which is obtained from (3.1) by applying dual crystals (cf. [7,
Section 7.4]).
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Example 3.4 ([3, Example 3.11]). When g = ¢, consider A = 411§ + 2e1 + 5e3 — 3€4 —
€5 +4€s € P. Then we have v = 411§ + 4€1 + 3€x + 263 — €4 — 3e5 € WA with

vt = ATI§ +4e + 3ex + 263 = 11°((3,3,2,1),4),

V0 = —€y4 — 3€5.

In this case, (V°)*(= (A°)") = (3,1). Thus, we have \° = @3 1) and AT =11°((3,3,2,1),4).

3.2 Spinor model

For a,b,c € Z, let A(a,b,c) = (2°%¢,1%)/(1%) be a skew shape with two columns.
Suppose that T € SST(A(a,b,c)) for some a,b,c € Z, and T is the tableau obtained
from T by sliding the right column of T by k positions down for 0 < k < min{a,b}. Set
t7 to be the maximal integer k > 0 such that T" € SST(A(a —k, b —k,c + k)).

Fora e Z,, let

T%(a) = {T € SSTn(A(a,b,¢))|(b,c) € H?, vp <18},

where
0} x Z if g =
{0} * ?g ‘ 0 ifg=©b,¢
HE = Z+XZ+ lfg:b, ré = 1 if 5
1 g
27, x 27, ifg=0 g
and

T0) = || SSTw(A(0,b,c+1)).
(b,c)eH?

For (A, ¢) € Z(G), putt = {¢(A) and

90\, 0) = TO(Ap) x -+ x T9(Aq) ift </,
T 0) T X TP (Agpy) X - X TO(Ag) if £ > L.

Definition 3.5 ([12, 13]). A spinor model T%(A,£) of shape (A, {) € Z(G) is the set of
(Ty,...,T1) € T9(A, L) such that each pair (T; 1, T;) satisfies the admissibility condition (cf.
[12, Definition 6.7], [13, Definition 3.4]) for 1 <i < ¢ —1.

Theorem 3.6 ([12, Theorem 7.4], [13, Theorem 4.4]). For (A, £) € P(G), the set T¥(A, 1) is
a goo-crystal and is isomorphic to B(I1%(A, £)) as geo-crystals.

Remark 3.7. In this extended abstract, it is sufficient to describe B(A) for A € P;t (not PT),
and we intentionally omit some related notions; TP in particular. The skipped ones can be found
in [12, 131, which cover whole extremal (highest) weight crystals B(A) for A € P™.
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The character of T?(A, £) is defined to be
4

chTe(A, 0) = ¢ Y. I xTi
(Ty,..., T1)ETI(AL) i=1
where t is a formal symbol and x” = []2; x}"/, with m; being the number of appearances

of i > 1 in a semistandard tableau T. Indeed, we understand x; = e and t = e 1§ when
we consider them as elements in the group algebra Z[P]. An explicit formula of the
character of a spinor model will be explained in Section 4.

3.3 Kashiwara—Nakashima tableaux

For n € Z, let Z;; be the following ordered sets.
b = {m<---<1<0<1<---<n}
Ii = {n< - <1<1<---<n}

o = {ﬁ<~~~<§<1<2<--~<n}

Here, I3 is a partially ordered set, and (1, 1) is the unique non-comparable pair in Z3.

Definition 3.8 ([V]). The (g,-type) KN tableau of shape A € P is an Ij-semistandard tableau
T of shape A such that each column of T is admissible and adjacent columns of T do not have
certain (a,b)-configurations (cf. [9]). We denote by KNj,(A) the set of KN tableaux of shape A.
Note that the condition for a tableau to be 1;}-semistandard is similar as the usual one with some
exceptions (cf. [3, 9, 15]).

For A € P, we easily check that KNj,(A) € KNj_(A) for n > 1. As a role of KN
tableaux corresponding to the infinite rank, Lecouvey [15] introduces a tableau model,
which we call a geo-type KN tableau.

Definition 3.9 ([15]). For A € P, define
KN?(A) = |J KNj(A)
n>0(A)

where the union is over n > ¢(A) when g = 0. It is the set of Z%-semistandard tableaux of shape
A satisfying the same (a, b)-configuration conditions as those in Definition 3.8, where I9 is the
following ordered set.

7 = {.-.<h<---<1<0<1l<---<n<...}
¥ = { <A< <1I<l<--<n<...}

-1
7° = {~~-<ﬁ<~~-<2<1<2<-~~<n<...}

Here, a pair (1,1) in I° is the unique non-comparable pair in I°.
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It is known that KN7 (1) is a g,-crystal and is isomorphic to B(®@,) as g,-crystals [7].
Then we can extend this g,-crystal structure to KN9(A). Moreover, we show that these
extended g,-crystal structures on KN9(\) ranging over n > ¢(A) are compatible. From
this observation, we induce a ge-crystal structure on KN9(A). One of the main results
is that this ge-crystal KN?(A) is isomorphic to the extremal weight crystal B(@,).

Theorem 3.10 ([3, Theorem 4.11]). For A € P, there exists an isomorphism of geo-crystals.

KN!(A) = B(@,)

4 Jacobi-Trudi type character formulas

For r € N, let e,(x) be the r-th elementary symmetric function in x = {xq,xp,..., }, and
set eg(x) =1 and e,(x) = 0 for r < 0. For r € Z, define

[e0]

2 ez er—l—l
Ei(x) = Er(x) — Eri2(x), E/ (x) = Er(x) + Er1(x).

We can easily check that E,(x) = E_,(x) for r € Z. In addition, we easily derive the
following identities using EY (x) (& € {-,”,"'}).

Proposition 4.1 ([5, Proposition 5.2]). For a € Z, (a € IN when g = 0), the following
equalities hold.

chT(a) = tEl(x), chTa) = tE/(x), chT%(a) = tE,(x),

ChTD(O)-I-ChTD(O) = tEy(x), chT®°(0) —chTa(O) = t(iei(x)) (i(—l)iei(x))
i=0

i=0

In general, we explicitly write the (Jacobi-Trudi type) character formula of a spinor
model in terms of EY (x) (& € {-,7,"}).

Definition 4.2 ([14]). For € {-,', "} and (A, £) € P(G), denote

00 = det(EY, i)y +0G A DEG iy ()i

& & & % &
<>E EX 1t EY, 4 e EX -1y TEx,—(-1)
— EA/ 1+1 E(/\(g,1+1)+1 + E()\(j,l-‘rl)—l T E()\g,1+1)+(€—1) + E()\g,l-‘rl)—(é—l)
o o Lo - o
E/\1+£ 1 Byt T EQse-y-1 0 By re-n T E(A H—1)—(=1)
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where 6(P) = 0 if a statement P is false and 6(P) = 1 otherwise. Also, define S?A,E) (x) by

Sivn(®) = Zin()
S?u)(x) = Z/(l/\,f)(x)

(Z(u)(x) ift =1,
520 = el (=1)'e;(x) | =, ,_(x) ift<¥,
1 1(& © |

22 ~5 Zel g(—l) e;(x) Z'(Mfl)(x) ift> ¢,

where t = L(A) and u = (A,...,Ayp_y). Note that the pair (u,?) appearing when t > (
satisfies that (u,¢) € Z(G) and () < L.

Proposition 4.3 ([3, Proposition 5.4]). For (A, ) € &(G), the following holds.

chT8(A,0) = tKS?M) (x)

5 The Grothendieck ring

Let C be the category of ge-crystals whose object B has connected components isomor-
phic to B(A%) ® B(AT) for some A’ € E and AT € P, with some finiteness conditions
(see [3, Section 6.1]). We show that C is a monoidal category under the tensor product
of crystals [3, Theorem 6.1]. Let K = K(C) be the Grothendieck group of C, i.e., the
additive group of isomorphism classes [B] for B € C. Define a multiplication on K by

[B] - [B'] = [B& B].

Then we can show K forms an associative Z-algebra. Note that we can find correspond-
ing results for type A in [11].

We explain an algebra structure of K using the decomposition of tensor products
of underlying crystals into connected components (cf. [16, Section 4]). Let K? and K
be the subgroups of K generated by [B(A)] for A € E and A € P, respectively. It is
clear K C K@ K+ by definition. Conversely, for given AV € Eand At € PT, we have
B(A®) ® B(AT) = B(A) for A € P (cf. [16, Theorem 4.4]). Thus, we have K = K% ® K.

To explain an algebra structure of K°, we consider the following decomposition.
Proposition 5.1 ([15]). For A, u € E, we have
veE

where LR"Jr ut is the Littlewood-Richardson coefficient for partitions AY, u*, and v*
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As a corollary, we know that K? is a subalgebra of K and obtain an algebra iso-
morphism between K° and the ring Sym of symmetric functions since their structure
constants coincide.

Proposition 5.2 ([3, Proposition 6.5]). There exists an algebra isomorphism
¥0 . K% — Sym (5.1)
which, for A € P, sends [B(w,)] to s.
On the other hand, for k > 0 and (A, ¢) € 2(G), put
HE = [B(ITY)],  HY(A,0) = [B(ITP(A, )]

and H' (0) = [B(TT})]. By the semisimplicity result in [12, 13], we deduce that [B] = [B/]
in KT if and only if ch(B) = ch(B’). Thus, we can rewrite Proposition 4.3 as follows.

Proposition 5.3 ([3, Proposition 6.2]). When g = 0 and (A, ) € P(G) with £L(A) < ¢, the
following identity holds in K.

—_

H’(A0) = _det(H(DAg_i+1+ifl)+(jfl) +6(j # 1)H?/\4_i+1+i71)7(j71))1‘/]'21/---/5

+=(HY — Ho)H (A £ —1)

N
—_

N

When g = 0 and (A, £) € 2(G) with £(A) > ¢, the following identity holds in .

1 )
HAA L) = 5 det(Hy vy 00 # DHG iy o)ig=t,..
1

—5 (H} ~Hy)H(p, €~ 1),

Here, t = £(A) and u = (A1, ..., Ay_, 08=0). Otherwise, the following identity holds in K.
HAA ) = det(Hy, iy 00 # DHG L vicn—-n)ijels

As a corollary, we know that T is a subalgebra of . Even though above two cases
seem to contain different variables coming from H® (not H®), the identity E, = E, — E,»
implies that Hf is a polynomial in {H?}.

Leth = {hy |k € Z;} ({hx |k € Z;+} U{hp} when g = 0s) be commuting formal
variables, and Z[h] be the set of formal power series in h. Using Proposition 5.3 and [,
Lemma 6.3], we can construct an isomorphism between Kt and Z[h].

Theorem 5.4 ([3, Theorem 6.4]). Define ®* : Z[h] — K by a Z-algebra homomorphism
sending hy to H} (and hy to HS when g = ). Then ®F is an isomorphism of Z-algebras.
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Finally, we can explicitly describe an algebra structure of K. Based on the above
results, we know that {[B(w;)]|i > 1} U {[B(H}g)] |j > 0} generates K as a Z-algebra

and hence it is sufficient to find a basis expansion of [B(I1])] - [B(®@})]. A general result
for the basis expansion of [B(IT8(A, £))] - [B(@y)] for (A, £) € Z(G) and u € P is given
in [16, Section 4.3]. In particular, we obtain the basis expansion of [B(I1})] - [B(@;)] by
applying the general result (see [, Proposition 6.6]).

To characterize the algebra structure of K, we introduce a set z = {z; |k € IN} of
(other) commuting formal variables. Define Ay = Z[h], A, = Ap[z1,...,24] forn € N,
and A =} ,~¢Ay. We inductively define a Z-algebra structure on A as follows.

* The multiplication on Ay is the usual multiplication.

e Suppose that the multiplication on 4,,_; is defined. Define az, = z,a + é,(a) for
a € A,_1, where ¢, is a derivation on A,,_; such that

Su(zi) = 0 (1<k<n—1)
Ceo n—1min{a,n—i}
On(hy) = Y. zhain-ioj (A€Zy)
\ i=0  j=0
(6,(z) =0 (1<k<n-—1)
bo n—1 min{a,b—i} b—i—a
on(ha) = ) zi ( Y. heppiojtd(b—i>a) Y, hbiak) (aeZy)
| i=0 =0 k=1
(Sn(zx) =0 1<k<n-1)
n—1 L%J — T7
on(ho) = ) €D zihy_io;, Z zihy_i_oj
[US i=0 j=0 i=0 j=0
n—1 min{ | 21 | b—i} | =]
On(hg) = Zi ( Z hgip—i—2j +6(b—i>a) Z hy i g Zk) (a €N)
\ i=0 =0

where h, = h, for 2 > 1. Now, we obtain an algebra isomorphism between K and .A.

Theorem 5.5 ([3, Theorem 6.8]). The assignment sending [B(I13)] to h, ([B(ﬁg)] to hy) and
[B(@p)] to zy defines a Z-algebra isomorphism ¥ : K — A. Indeed, we have ¥ = Y' @ Y7,
where ¥ is the inverse map of @ given in Theorem 5.4.
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